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Education lowa Hopes To Snare Minnesota
Pets Construction Workers

Water Cooler ROSEVILLE, Minn. (WCCO) — Minnesota and lowa have gone head-

to-head on the gridiron for decades. But with both states' economies in
turmoil and jobs on the line, the friendly rivalry between the states is
about to spill over to dozens of highway construction sites.
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It's now a game of economic recovery, where the only competition is to

score a pool of skilled workers.
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lowa's share of the federal stimulus money will be
$358 million. That money is in addition to lowa's
$550 million in state money for highway
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The union's 13,000 members are responsible for operating all the heavy construction . C

equipment -- pieces of machinery like tower cranes, caterpillars and earthmovers. With a lon neer
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Glen Johnson is the union's business manager, who said, "as far as members of the I X Premier Guatroesserology Care
Local 49, you will see zero (members) traveling to work for a contractor down there."
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Jason DeRusha In fact, Johnson says every operating engineer who wants to work this summer, will be
Caroline Lowe able to find a job somewhere in the state. Still, he's not surprised the largely non-union
contractors in lowa are looking to their northern neighbor to help fill their jobs. @ Local News
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Regardless of which side of the border you are on the strategy behind the construction
stimulus package appears to taking hold. Unemployed construction workers will soon be
back on the job and pumping money back into the struggling economy.
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